


Today’s Scripture Reading:

1 THESSALONIANS 4:9-12



9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to 
write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love 
one another, 10 for that indeed is what you are doing to all the 
brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do 
this more and more, 11 and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind 
your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed 
you, 12 so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be 
dependent on no one.





Recap 
Chapter 1-3  

Paul's sharing a pastoral heart of love affirmation and 
encouragement for the Thessalonicans 
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9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to 
write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love 
one another, 



Jeremiah 31:33-34: For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall 
each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know 
the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more.”



10 for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers 
throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more 
and more,
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Why do we Work? 
1.   God is Glorified? 

• How does a Giraffe Glorify God? 
• How do Humans Glorify God? 

Genesis 1:27-28: So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.”



We get to retell God’s story as rule over his world like he would 
rule over it



We get to retell God’s story as rule over his world like he would 
rule over it  

Genesis 2:1-3: Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and 
all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work 
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it 
holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in 
creation.
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We get to retell God’s story as rule over his world like he would 
rule over it  

Genesis 2:1-3: Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and 
all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work 
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it 
holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in 
creation. 

• God’s work is creating out of nothing 
• Image Bearers’ work is to carry on the work of ruling, creating 

and using creation for good
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2. Provision 

Gen 3:17-19: And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to 
the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground 
because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the 
plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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Gen 3:17-19: And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to 
the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground 
because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the 
plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

The curse is not work. The curse is that in our work it is burdensome.



3. To help others in need
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3. To help others in need 

Eph 4:28: Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, 
doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have 
something to share with anyone in need.
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APPLICATION 
Mt 22:37-39: And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second 
is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.




